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FJT-992. DIST: F G. INFO RECO 20 SEPT FROM JAPANESE JOURNALIST (B)} FROM 
CLOSE ASSOCIATES OF SONOOA 3UMD (F); FROM JAPANESE FOREIGN MINISTRYTITOfiMANTS 
(Ff. ^EVAL OF CONTEtm 3 . Duk OF INFO: ’ 19 SEPT 195^. 
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MUCH SPECULATION WITHIM JAPANESE FOREIGN MINISTRY ON VHY FOREIGN 
MINISTER SHIGEMITSU MIMORU SUDOENIY GAVE IN TO SOVIET DEMANDS IN MOSCOW. s 

ONE VI OELY SUPPORTED THEQRY FOLLOWS*. 

VHEN SHIGEMITSU LEFT FOR MOSCOW, NEITHER HE NOR ANY OF JAPAN’ S TOP -LEVEL 
DIPLOMATS KNEV THAT AGRICULTURE-F0RE5TRY MINISTER KCNO ICHIRO HAD PREVIOUSLY 
ADMITTED TO SOVIET PREMIER BULGANIN THAT JAPAN WOUUJ BREAK OOWN IN FACE OF 
STRONG SOVIET STAND ON TERRITORIAL ISSUE. (SOURCE COWENT. ACCOROING TO 

' ' . Li O »<- •? /w £• : 

aOSE ASSOCIATES OF SONOOA SUNAO, IT 13 CCSWONLY ACCEPTED THAT KONO MADE 

SUCH. AN ADMISSION TO BULGANIN. KONO HAS BCEN FORCEO TO TACITLY AOM IT THIS 

IN yiEW OF REPORTS VHICH SHIGEMITSU SENT FROM MOSCOW, AND FROM VHAT SHIGEMITSU 

KftS-SAID SINCE HE RETURNED.) SHIGEMITSU LEARNED THIS DIRECTCY KROM, SOVIET ^ 

ttit *+ #«< T«*v A*** ****■ 

LEADERS WEN HE CONFERRED WITH THEM IN MOSCOW. ( PORTICHrGARBLED -BEING SERV I CEO) 
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UNDERCUT BY WAT MONO HAO ALREADY SAID VAS ONE OF MAIN REASONSHE CAME 
TO FEEL THAT CONTiNUED RESI3TANCE MAS HOPELESS. (90URCE C0M4ENT. ACCORDING 
TO SONOQA SUNAO, SHIGEMITSU MAS NOT SHOWN ANY MIUTARY DEMONSTRATIONS VHICH 
MIGHT HAVE INTIMIOATEO HIM. HIS CHANGE OF HEAftT CAME FROM PSYCHOLOGICAL 
PRESSURE, AM) NOT FROM EVIOENCE OF MILITARY POWER.) 

HASH OM.Y: 30URCE FROM c. AND C — 3 FROM WDISCLOSCD 

FORHIN SOURCES. BOTH C 3 AND C 1 CLOSE TO SONOOA, ALTHOUGH SONOOA NOT * 
SPECIFicALLY MENT I Orø) BY El THER IN THIS CASE. MOST OF INFO CAME FROM C 3 
THIS IS INTERIM REPLY TO REF. Z~ 3 HAS NOT YET HAO OPPORTUN I TY REQUERY 
SONOOA OIRECTLY. 
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